
„Today I bake, tomorrow I brew“

Individual Brewbarrel beer brewing components from 
Customized Drinks GmbH professionally labelled

How did Rumpelstiltskin manage to brew beer? Brewing your own beer used to be rather complex. It was for just 
this reason that Customized Drinks GmbH in Munich developed the Brewbarrel brewing kegs. This is a beer brew-
ing kit, which takes just ten minutes to set fermentation going. Only one week later the beer is ready to tap and 
enjoy. Customers can customise their Brewbarrel beer from a selection of various types of beer, hops and aromas. 
The components are identified by a semi-automatic labelling system from the automatic identification system 
suppliers, Weber Marking, using an integral colour label printer.

„There we were, in the drinks cash-and-carry, looking 
for beer.“ Wolfgang Westermeier, Managing Director of 
Customized Drinks GmbH recalls the time before the 
company was founded. The standard flavour of the types 
of beer hitherto available stirred the desire in him and 
his friends to brew their own beer. They felt that brewing 
your own beer should not only be simple and quick, the 
result should also produce a variety of flavours. The idea 
behind the Brewbarrel was born.

100 different beer flavours
Today, in three steps customers can put together their 
individual brewing kit online. Types of beer such as pils, 
light, dark or wheat beer are available, together with a 
range of hops from mild-flavoured to bitter-flavoured. 
The aromas are intriguing: as well as fruits, herbs and 
spices you can select or combine different woods and 
aromatic hops. This makes it possible to brew up to 100 
differently-flavoured beers.

So, that the customers at home can follow the instruction 
manual and know exactly how they should initiate fer-
mentation, the components of the individual beer brew-
ing kits must be unambiguously labelled. For instance, 
the liquid hops are supplied in little glass bottles. These 
little bottles are labelled by the Geset 141P printing and 

dispensing system of the automatic identification system 
suppliers, Weber Marking Systems in Rheinbreitbach. This 
is an Epson C7500 colour label printer with an attached 
labelling unit. „The Geset 141P offers several features, 
which are just right for our needs,“ explains Wolfgang 
Westermeier. „We have to label a lot of small batches 
of 30 to 1,000 units and so we work with a multitude of 
individual print files, but nevertheless we require high 
quality in the resulting finished print.”

Ink jet printing with 1,200 dpi resolution
The Epson C7500 can be controlled by any PC like a 
conventional desktop printer. The print files can be pro-
cessed in various formats, such as .pdf or .jpg. The label 
printer works with a special ink jet technology, called 
Micro Piezo technology. Unlike conventional desktop 
printers the printing head does not travel horizontally 
over the surfaces to be printed. The C7500 can print 
the entire print width of 108 millimetres at once - and 
therefore without borders - in the colours CMYK. The 
colour label printer can process at the rate of up to 300 
millimetres per second and the prints achieve a maximum 
resolution of 1,200 dpi.

Since the hop bottles contain not simply aqueous subs-
tances, but also glycol or ethanol, the printed coloured



label must be water and solvent resistant. „For this 
purpose, we use not only special inks, but also a special 
material for the labels,“ explains Wolfgang Westermeier. 
In order to prevent the colours running and smudging, 
Customized Drinks GmbH uses DuraBrite® inks from 
Epson; the individual colour pigments are encased in a 
transparent wax capsule. Strong UV light has just as little 
effect on the colours as solvents or salt water. The ink is 
even salt-water resistant in accordance with BS 5609.

High quality label material for optimum print results
PP foil, one of Weber Marking‘s own products, provides 
additional quality assurance for the printing and label-
ling. In addition, an Auto Nozzle Check system regularly 
checks the condition of the jets. Furthermore, the Auto 
Ink Droplet Detection system in the C7500 provides a 
permanent check on the print image. Even before unwan-
ted stripes begin to appear, the printer automatically 
starts up a cleaning routine.

The Epson C7500 is equipped with a Geset labelling unit, 
which Weber Marking has specifically designed for this 
colour label printer. Since printing is continuous, but the 
labelling process itself is clocked, in the first instance 
the printed labels are guided into several storage loops, 
before they are dispensed. This is because one of the 
36 Customized Drinks members of staff must first of all 
manually place a little glass bottle into the product nest. 
At the press of a button the product is launched into a 
rotary motion and in the wipe-on process a crease-free 
pre-printed label is wrapped around it with precision. 
The Geset 141P is designed to label up to 30 products per 
minute.

„We are continuously expanding. It may be a good idea in 
the medium to long term further to automate the label-
ling of our products,“ estimates Wolfgang Westermeier. 
„However, fortunately Weber Marking offers other even 
larger Geset systems, which would be worth our while to 
consider.“ What would Rumpelstiltskin have to say about 
that? Probably he would dance and caper around his 
Brewbarrel for sheer joy!
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„We have to label a lot of small batches of 30 to  
1,000 units and so we work with a multitude of  
individual print files, but nevertheless we require  
high quality in the resulting finished print.“

Wolfgang Westermeier, Managing Director
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